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Subdivided flats (SDFs) are not defined under the Buildings Ordinance (BO). For the purpose of the Buildings Department’s (BD) enforcement actions
under the BO, the term generally refers to cases where a unit shown on the approved plan is subdivided into two or more smaller self-contained units.

Building works associated with SDFs are subject to control under the BO.Owners who intend to carry out addition or alteration works to buildings should
consult building professionals on feasibility of the works, whether the works are minor works or works that require BD's prior approval and consent, to
ensure that the works do not contravene the BO.
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Industrial buildings (IBs) are not designed for domestic use and units in IBs may be used for industrial
activities or storage of dangerous and/or inflammable goods. Even if all the other units are vacant or
not used for industrial activities or storage of dangerous and inflammable goods at the time the
occupiers move in, they can still be used for industrial use which is incompatible with domestic use,
or used for storing dangerous and inflammable goods at any time. As such, illegal use of IB units as
domestic premises will pose a serious safety risk to occupiers. To ensure public safety, the
Government is taking stringent enforcement action against illegal

domestic premises in IBs. For details, please refer to BD website at

www.bd.gov.hk.
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