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In Horizons, we will answer questions commonly asked by licensees.
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Q: Under what situation will the letting of Subdivided Units
("SDUs") be regulated under the Basic Housing Units Ordinance
("Ordinance”)?

A: Generally speaking, if the layout of a residential flat has been
changed as compared to the reference building plan of the
building and there are two or more rooms in that residential flat,
the letting of these rooms under two or more domestic tenancies
(either written or oral) will be regulated under the Ordinance.

In other words, the Basic Housing Units regulatory regime will
not cover the letting of rooms in a residential flat if the layout
of that flat in the reference building plan has not been altered.

For the avoidance of doubt, if the relevant residential flat has
any building works certified as completed by the Buildings
Department to change the layout of the flat after obtaining the
Occupation Permit and before the gazettal date of the Ordinance
(i.e. 3 October 2025), the relevant approved building plan will
be regarded as the “reference building plan*".

*In respect of private residential flats, “reference building
plan” generally refers to the relevant approved building plan
for issuance of the Occupation Permit (“OP") by the Buildings
Department (“BD"); and if the relevant residential flat has any
building works certified as completed by the BD to change the
layout of the flat after obtaining the OP and before the
gazettal date of the Ordinance (i.e. 3 October
2025), the relevant approved
building plan will be regarded
as the “reference building
plan”, whichever is later.





