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ABCin Estate Agency

“Partitioned properties” generally involve the division of a
property into smaller units, some of which might involve
“subdivided flats” that have become common nowadays.

According to the Code of Ethics and the guidelines issued
by the EAA, estate agents should conduct a land search
to verify the ownership of the relevant property when
handling property transactions. If the property involves
the partitioning of a unit, they should inform the client
accordingly.

Moreover, licensees should remind their client of the
possible risks of purchasing or renting such kind of
property. If the documents for partitioning the property
has not been registered with the Land Registry or the land
search record shows there are subsisting encumbrances, the
partitioning might not be lawful and involve unauthorised
building works, which might be in breach of the Building
Ordinance, the conditions of government lease and the
Deed of Mutual Covenant etc.

As the sale and purchase of a partitioned property involves
complicated legal procedures, licensees should remind
their vendor/ purchaser clients of their respective rights
and obligations, and suggest to them to seek legal advice
before entering into any agreement for sale and purchase
regarding the partitioned property.
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