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The Legal Affairs Section provides legal support to all other Sections of

the Authority and advises on the review of the Practice Regulation and

other legal matters arising from the general operation of the Authority.

Staff members of the Section also act as secretary to the Licensing and

Practice Committee and clerks to the Disciplinary Committee at inquiry

hearings. They appear on behalf of the Authority at appeal hearings.

Inquiry Hearings

During 2003/04, a total of 185 inquiry hearings were held. Of these the

majority were on the fitness of licensees who had become undischarged

bankrupt to continue holding the licence. The others were convened to

adjudicate on licensees’ non-compliance with the regulations and allegedly

unethical behaviour. These included unlicensed practice, unruly behaviour

in the public, non-disclosure of beneficial interest in property transactions,

failure to advise clients on the effect of subsisting encumbrances on the

title of the property concerned before concluding the deal, etc.

Legal Affairs



49Legal Affairs �� !

Circulars issued during the year 2003/04

    Topic �� No.

� Prices in Property Advertisements 03-05(CR)

� Information to be provided by landlord and tenant 03-06(CR)

� Lists of Estates under the Housing Authority and 03-07(CR)

the Housing Society

� Execution of Deeds by Corporations 03-08(CR)

� Protection of Investors Ordinance 03-09(CR)

� Unethical/unlawful Transfer of Clientele 03-10(CR)

� Preventive Measures on Money Laundering 04-01(CR)

Circulars

Circulars were issued to practitioners to keep them abreast of policy

decisions of the EAA and current laws and regulations. The circulars also

provide guidelines on conduct and compliance for specific areas of

practice. During 2003/04, a total of 7 circulars were issued to practitioners.
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Consultations

From time to time, the Authority is consulted by public bodies on issues

of community interest, especially those which relate to the practice of

estate agents. In 2003/04, the EAA made responses in the following

consultation exercises :

Consulting Organizations and Issues �� Date

Financial Action Task Force Secretariat 04/2003

Financial Action Task Force on Money Laundering

iÉÖáëä~íáîÉ=`çìåÅáä 05/2003

Companies (Amendment) Bill 2002

Provision of Financial Assistance to Directors

qê~ÇÉ=~åÇ=fåÇìëíêó=aÉé~êíãÉåí 10/2003

Mainland and Hong Kong

Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement Application Procedures

for Certificate of Hong Kong Services Supplier
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