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The Legal Affairs Section provides legal support to all other sections of the

EAA and advises on legal matters arising from the general operation of the

EAA.  Staff members of the section also act as secretary to the Practice

Committee and clerks to the Disciplinary Committee at inquiry hearings. They

appear on behalf of the EAA at appeal hearings.  In the past year, the Legal

Section also provided secretarial services to the Working Group formed for the

Review of the Practice Regulation.

INQUIRY HEARINGS

During 2002/03, a total of 140 inquiry hearings were held.  Whilst the majority

of the hearings were on the fitness of licensees who had become undischarged

bankrupts to continue holding the licence, others were convened to adjudicate

on licensees’ non-compliance with the regulations and allegedly unethical

behaviour.  These included unlicensed practice, making false declarations when

applying for licence, using a name other than that specified on the licence,

physically attacking fellow practitioners, reneging on promise of cash incentives,

non-disclosure of beneficial interest in property transaction, and gross

negligence in handling confirmor sales.
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CIRCULARS

Circulars were issued to practitioners to keep them abreast of policy decisions

of the EAA and current laws and regulations. The circulars also provide guidelines

on compliance for specific areas of practice.  During 2002/03, a total of 11

circulars were issued to practitioners.
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Circulars Issued during the year 2002/03
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Regulations on Advertising 02-05(CR)
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Posting Unauthorised Bills and Posters (2) 02-06(CR)
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Lists of Estates under the Housing Authority and the Housing Society 02-07(CR)
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Cold-Calling 02-08(CR)
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Downward Adjustments of Income Limits for Applicants of Home Ownership Scheme 02-09(CR)
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Trust Accounts 02-10(CR)
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First Sales 02-11(CR)
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Equal Opportunities 03-01(CR)

�� !"#

Provisional Agreement 03-02(CR)
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Home Assistance Loan Scheme 03-03(CR)
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Landlord and Tenant (Consolidation) (Amendment) Ordinance 2002 03-04(CR)
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CONSULTATIONS

From time to time, the EAA is consulted by public bodies on issues of community

interest, especially those which relate to the practice of estate agents.  In

2002/03, the EAA made responses in the following consultation exercises :
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Information Technology and Broadcasting Bureau Review of Electronic Transactions Ordinance
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Department of Justice Law amendments relating to execution of deeds by corporations
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Housing, Planning and Lands Bureau Recommendations of the Law Reform Commission on

Local Completed Residential Properties
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Housing, Planning and Lands Bureau Relaxation on security of tenure
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