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Arranging for the renting of premises for use as vice
establishments prohibited
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he EAA's new Director of Operations Mr Anthony

Wong reminds estate agency practitioners that
assisting vice syndicates to rent, purchase or sell
properties used as vice establishments is a criminal
offence, and the EAA may take disciplinary action
against practitioners engaged in such activities.

In April this year, the Police arrested an estate agent
who had allegedly arranged the rental of premises to
a vice syndicate for use as vice establishments.

Mr Wong stated that under the Crimes Ordinance,
it is a criminal offence for the owner or tenant of
any premises, or his agent, to let the premises
with the knowledge that they are to be kept as a
vice establishment. The offender shall be liable
on conviction to imprisonment up to seven years.
Meanwhile, the court may issue a closure order to
close the premises in question for six months.

An estate agency practitioner owes his client
the duty to protect his interests. If an estate agent
willfully arranges for his client's premises to be
let out for use as a vice establishment, without the
client knowing that the premises will be so used,
the agent will have breached his duty. If the client
suffers damage as a result, the estate agent may
be liable to pay damages to his client: e.g. loss of
rent during the period of closure of the premises.

Furthermore, a practitioner who fails to protect
his client’s interest would have failed to comply
with paragraph 3.4.1 of the Code of Ethics issued
by the EAA, which stipulates that, “Estate agents
and salespersons, in engaging and accepting
an appointment as an agent, should protect and
promote the interests of their clients, carry out the
instructions of their clients in accordance with the
estate agency agreement, and act in an impartial and
just manner to all parties involved in the transaction.”
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In addition, a practitioner who has committed a criminal
offence in the course of his estate agency work would
have failed to comply with paragraph 3.1.1 of the Code
of Ethics, which requires practitioners to refrain from
activities during their practice which may infringe
the law.

Mr Wong said, “The EAA does not allow any illegal
acts which will impinge on the reputation of the trade.
While closely monitoring the development of the case,
the EAA will also strengthen its liaison mechanism
with the Police to stop practitioners’ assisting vice
syndicates to rent or sell properties.”

Mr Wong added that if the EAA, during its compliance
inspections in estate agency shops, discovers
any case in which practitioners may be involved in
assisting vice syndicates to rent, purchase or sell
properties for use as vice establishments, the case
will be passed to the Police.
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New Director of Operations Mr Anthony Wong
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r Anthony Wong joined the EAA on 17 March

2008 as the new Director of Operations. Mr
Wong is highly experienced in law enforcement. He
worked in the Hong Kong Police for the last 30 years,
and was the Senior Superintendent of the Shatin
District prior to joining the EAA.

Mr Wong was involved in the policing of numerous
large-scale activities and events,
such as the Ministerial Conference of
the World Trade Organization in 2005
and the Olympic equestrian test event
in 2007, and handled numerous
complex complaint cases. He was
awarded the Police Meritorious
Service Medal by the Chief Executive
in 2005.





