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There have been a growing number of 
Mainlanders investing in properties in 

Hong Kong, as well as immigration consultants 
arranging for them to view properties here. As 
the Estate Agents Authority (EAA) is concerned 
about whether making such arrangements falls 
within the scope of estate agency work, it has 
organised a forum on the subject and sent 
letters to a number of immigration consultants to 
explain to them the definition of estate agency 
work and the EAA’s licensing regime.

The forum on matters related to immigration 
consul tants’  or  estate agencies’ 
arranging for Mainlanders to view 
properties in Hong Kong was held 
on 9 December 2009. At the forum, 
the EAA reminded representatives 
from immigration consultants that 
under the Estate Agents Ordinance, 
any indiv idual  pract is ing estate 
agency work in Hong Kong must be 
granted a licence by the EAA. Estate 
agency work has a wide meaning. It 
refers to any work done for a client 
(including Mainlanders) in relation to 
the introduction to the client of a third 
person who wishes to sell or lease 
a property, as well as subsequent 
negot ia t ions ,  or  any work  done 
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afterwards to effect the sale or lease of the 
property. Conducting unlicensed estate agency 
work is an offence, and the maximum penalty for 
offenders is a fine of $500,000 and two years’ 
imprisonment.

Represen ta t i ves  f rom the  Immig ra t i on 
Department and Consumer Council, as well 
as police officers from the Joint Financial 
Intelligence Unit also attended the forum. They 
briefed attendees on the points to note when 
arranging for foreigners or Mainlanders to invest 
in Hong Kong properties.

The response from immigration consultants has 
been positive. Over the past few months, three 
immigration consultants have obtained licences 
from the EAA. 

Some of the immigration consultants who have 
been granted a licence believe that holding 
a licence is beneficial to their companies’ 
operation and business development. The 
General Manager of Centaline Immigration 
Consultants (HK) Limited, Mr David Hui, said 
it was their usual practice to refer interested 
parties who wished to buy properties to estate 
agency practitioners of Centaline Property. 
In order to better serve their clients’ need for 
information on investing in properties in Hong 
Kong and to build a professional image, the 
company obtained an Estate Agent’s Licence 
(Company). Mr Hui added that most of the 
company’s employees had long been holders of 
the Estate Agent’s Licence (Individual). 

According to the Chief Executive Officer of 
Midland Immigration Consultancy, Mr Thomas 
Kut, his company’s business mainly involved the 
provision of immigration consultancy services. 
He said his company had held an Estate 
Agent’s Licence (Company) for a number of 
years because a considerable number of clients 
had approached estate agents of Midland 
Realty through his company in a bid to obtain 

The EAA holds a forum on matters related to immigration 
consultants arranging for non-Hong Kong residents to purchase 
properties in Hong Kong.
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The EAA will, depending on market conditions, undertake new 
measures from time to time to discharge its regulatory duties. 

Recently, there is an increasing number of immigration consultants 
arranging for Mainlanders to view properties in Hong Kong. Hence, 
the EAA has, through education and promotion, sought to deepen 

the consultants’ understanding of the estate agency trade to enable them to determine whether their 
scope of business involves estate agency work, so that the consultants can take appropriate steps to 
ensure they do not mistakenly breach the law.

The EAA is of the view that if immigration consultants’ work involves estate agency work, they should 
apply for the relevant licences to comply with the law so that they can protect the interests of their 
companies and clients.

residency status in Hong Kong by investing in 
properties here. He said he would encourage 
more employees who engaged in immigration 
consultancy work to apply for an Estate Agent’s 
Licence (Individual) so that they could provide 
more comprehensive services to their clients. 

The Director of Immi-visa.com International 
Property Agent Company Limited, Mr Tang 
Kwan-leung, said his company provided 
immigration consultancy services to clients 
and cooperated with other estate agents 
who provided services related to property 
investment. He envisaged that there would 
be more Mainlanders purchasing properties 
in Hong Kong, so his company had recently 
obtained an Estate Agent’s Licence (Company). 
Mr Tang also said he obtained an Estate Agent’s 
Licence (Individual) so that he could provide 
professional property agency services and 
introduce properties to clients.




