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E
ngaging in estate agency work without a 

licence and employing unlicensed persons to 

carry out such work constitute criminal offences. 

As summer is approaching, the EAA would like to 

remind the management of estate agencies not to 

hire unlicensed young people to engage in estate 

agency work.

In a recent EAA operation, an unlicensed person 

was found introducing properties to clients and 

engaging in negotiation work. Being a driver of 

an estate agency, he admitted carrying out estate 

agency work without a licence. The case was 

referred to the police. The person was prosecuted 

by police and fi ned $5,000 in April 2010.

In another case last year, an estate agency 

director hired an unlicensed person to provide 

estate agency service to a couple. In the end, the 

unlicensed person and the director were convicted 

of breaching sections 16(1)(a) and 39(1) of the EAO 

respectively in March 2009. They were fi ned $2,000 

and sentenced to two months’ imprisonment, 

which was suspended for two years. In February 

th is year,  the EAA Disc ip l inary Committee 

conducted an inquiry hearing against the director, 

which resulted in the director being reprimanded 

and fined $5,000. The Disciplinary Committee 

also attached a condition to the director’s licence, 

requiring him to obtain 12 CPD points in core 

subjects of the CPD Scheme within one year.

EAA Director of Operations Mr Anthony Wong 

said, “Estate agency work has a wide meaning, 

including the introduction of a purchaser or tenant 

to a vendor or landlord, or carrying out negotiations 

on behalf of a purchaser or vendor. Even though an 

unlicensed person might be hired to fi ll other posts, 

if he carries out estate agency work, he faces the 

risk of prosecution.”
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