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T
he EAA issued a new practice circular 10-

01(CR) in April to remind practitioners that 

if they act on behalf of a tenant renting an old 

property with unauthorised building works, they 

should alert the tenant to possible safety issues 

related to the property. They should also explain 

to their client clearly the risks involved, such as 

the risk of the Government's exercising its right of 

re-entry or closure of the property, to protect the 

tenant’s interests. The new practice circular has 

been posted on the EAA website.

Separately, on 29 March 2010, the EAA held a 

seminar entitled “Repair and maintenance of old 

buildings and proper procedures for estate agents 

in handling properties with unauthorised building 

works”. The seminar was attended by around 300 

practitioners.

 Handling properties with 
   unauthorised building works

E
state agency companies are reminded that state agency companies are reminded that 

they should notify the EAA when a director is they should notify the EAA when a director is 

appointed or steps down.appointed or steps down.

Under the Estate Agents Ordinance (EAO), Under the Estate Agents Ordinance (EAO), 

licensees have to fi le such notifi cations to the EAA licensees have to fi le such notifi cations to the EAA 

within 31 days of the date of the appointment or within 31 days of the date of the appointment or 

departure using the relevant prescribed forms. departure using the relevant prescribed forms. 

Licensees should also notify the EAA when they Licensees should also notify the EAA when they 

stop doing estate agency work. Failure to do so stop doing estate agency work. Failure to do so 

may result in disciplinary sanctions by the EAA.may result in disciplinary sanctions by the EAA.

Notifying the EAA of changes in directorship

EAA Legal Counsel Mr Earnest Cheung (left), Chief Building 

Surveyor of the Buildings Department Mr Chong Wing-hong (middle) 

and Senior Structural Engineer of the Department Dr Hui Ming-fong 

answer questions from practitioners.




