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Mutual recognition of 

professional qualifi cations 

of estate agents in the 

Mainland and Hong Kong

The EAA and the China Institute of Real Estate 

Appraisers and Agents (CIREA) entered into an 

agreement on 3 November 2010 to lay down the 

foundation for the mutual recognition of professional 

qualifi cations of estate agents in the Mainland and Hong 

Kong. Qualifi ed estate agents in Hong Kong may apply 

for nomination in February 2011. The training course 

and examination will be held in July 2011. 

EAA Chairman Ms Vivien Chan and CIREA President 

Mr Song Chunhua signed the agreement on the 

mutual recognition of qualifications on behalf of their 

respective organisations in a ceremony. The witnessing 

guests included Secretary for Transport and Housing 

of the HKSAR Government Ms Eva Cheng; EAA 

Vice-chairman Mr William Leung Wing-cheung; EAA 

Members Mr Ma Ho-fai and Ms Katherine Hung Siu-

lin; EAA Chief Executive Offi cer Mrs Rosanna Ure; Dr Fu 

Pengpeng of the Department of Educational Scientifi c 

and Technological Affairs of the Liaison Office of the 

Central People’s Government in the HKSAR; CIREA 

Deputy President and Secretary Dr Chai Qiang; CIREA 

Deputy President Mr Chen Jinsong; and CIREA Council 

Members Mr Liu Tian and Li Wenjie. The ceremony was 

also attended by over 100 guests from various Hong 

Kong and Macau Government departments, estate 

agency trade associations, the real estate sector, public 

organisations and professional bodies. 

The arrangement aims at boosting professional 

exchanges and cooperation between the estate 

agency trade in the Mainland and Hong Kong, and 

facilitating the long-term development of the industry 

of both sides. EAA Chairman Ms Vivien Chan said, 

“Estate agents in the Mainland and Hong Kong have 

different strengths and the agreement will benefit the 

development of the estate agency trade of both sides”. 

According to CIREA President Mr Song Chunhua, 

through the mutual recognition of qualifi cations, estate 

agents in both places can achieve a win-win situation 

and jointly contribute to the continued prosperity of the 

trade in both the Mainland and Hong Kong.



EAA Chairman Ms Vivien Chan and CIREA President Mr Song Chunhua sign the agreement. The signing was witnessed by (from left of the rear 

row) EAA Chief Executive Offi cer Mrs Rosanna Ure, EAA Members Ms Katherine Hung and Mr Ma Ho-fai, EAA Vice-chairman Mr William Leung, 

Secretary for Transport and Housing of the HKSAR Government Ms Eva Cheng, Dr Fu Pengpeng of the Department of Educational Scientifi c 

and Technological Affairs of the Liaison Offi ce of the Central People’s Government in the HKSAR, CIREA Deputy President and Secretary Dr 

Chai Qiang, CIREA Deputy President Mr Chen Jinsong, and CIREA Council Members Mr Liu Tian and Li Wenjie.
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Details of the scheme for mutual recognition of 

professional qualifi cations for estate agents: 

1. Requirements for application: 

 Only those Hong Kong estate agents fulfilling 

the fol lowing requirements can apply for 

nomination:

holding a valid estate agent's licence (individual) 

(not having been obtained through any 

recognition scheme between Hong Kong and 

other countries or regions);

having a total of not less than 5 years of estate 

agency or related work experience after holding 

an estate agent's licence (individual);

having no record of criminal conviction; and

being generally in good health. 
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2. Point system:  

 A quota of 300 has been set for the fi rst year. In 

the event of over-enrolment, a point system will 

be adopted whereby estate agents meeting the 

following criteria will be given up to a maximum 

of 4 points:  

Estate agency or related work experience 

(1 point for over 5 and less than 10 years; 1 

more point for over 10 years; i.e. a maximum of 

2 points for this criterion); 

A recognised university degree (1 point); and

Having obtained 12 points through attending 

training course organised by the EAA under its 

Continuing Professional Development Scheme 

within the 12 months before application 

(1 point).

3. Notifi cation of application results: 

 Applicants will be notifi ed of the results of their 

application in early June 2011. Unsuccessful 

applicants will receive a refund by the end of 

June 2011.

4. Date and venue of the training course: 

 Date: The training course will be held on 18 and 

19 July 2011, and the examination on 20 July 

2011.

 Venue: Shenzhen

5. Date of application for qualifi cations:  

 Participants who have completed the training 

course and passed the examination may apply 

for the qualifi cation within 12 months.

Further details on the scheme can be found on the 

EAA website: 

www.eaa.org.hk/licensing/mutualrecognition.htm




