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Reminder regarding the Importance of

Healthy Drainage System
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he Buildings Department ("BD") advises licensees to remind their
Tclients of the importance of healthy drainage system. BD has
engaged consultancy firms to undertake a one-off special scheme to
inspect the external drainage systems of about 20,000 private residential
or composite buildings exceeding three storeys in height to protect
public health and safety and taken enforcement action against defective
drainage system at external wall by issuing orders to relevant premises
owners pursuant to the provisions of the Buildings Ordinance ("BO")
in 2021 and 2022. Common drainage problems include non-provision
of proper anti-syphonage pipe and leaking/defective drainage pipe. BD
advises licensees to remind prospective buyers that it is in their own
interest to appoint qualified contractor to rectify/repair the drainage
defects while renovating the premises in order to comply with the order.

With an aim to promoting building safety and; setting and enforcing
the safety, health and environmental standards for private buildings, BD
also advises licensees to remind their clients who are building owners
that (i) they should not carry out illegal alteration works to the drainage
system in their premises; and (ii) if they wish to erect, alter or remove the
drainage system in their premises, they may so pursue in accordance with
the simplified requirements under the Minor Works Control System by
appointing suitable contractor so as to ensure that the drainage system
in their premises is in compliance with the provisions of the BO and the
relevant regulations.

For further information, please visit BD's website at www.bd.gov.hk

Layman’s Guide on Rectifying
Defective Drainage System at External Wall
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