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Conducting estate agency work after a licence has been suspended
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Introduction

Licensees must not conduct any estate agency work after their licence
has been suspended. If they do so it will be regarded as practising
unlicensed estate agency work and such an offence will be referred to
the police which may result in a criminal conviction. In addition, the
Licensing Committee of the EAA may also investigate the case.

Incident
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A salesperson handled a transaction for a residential property. He
arranged for the purchaser to sign a PASP with the property price
left blank as the vendor and the purchaser had not yet reached an
agreement on the property price. He told the purchaser that he could
persuade the vendor to sell the property at the price the purchaser
favoured. Later, the purchaser discovered that the salesperson had
filled in the PASP with a property price of $12,000,000 without
seeking his consent. The purchaser cancelled the cheque and
lodged a complaint with the EAA. As a result, the salesperson was
reprimanded and fined $10,000. His licence was suspended for 28
days with a condition attached.

Soon after the EAA received a report claiming that the salesperson
was practising estate agency work during the suspension period of his
licence. Therefore, an EAA staff pretended to be a client and contacted
the salesperson asking for an appointment to view a residential

property.
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After viewing of the property, the salesperson admitted practising
unlicensed estate agency work when he revealed that the client was the
EAA staff. The EAA then referred the case to the police. The salesperson
was finally charged by the police, fined $3,000 and received a criminal
record.
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The salesperson should have reflected on his behaviour during the suspension
period. However, as the amount of the fine was insignificant, the salesperson did

not learn his lesson and went on to violate the law, which resulted in a criminal

ﬁgigf S e conviction. As a professional estate agent, one should be familiar with the Estate
Mr Keith Siua i Agents Ordinance and the Code of Ethics. One should also be compliant and avoid
Vice-chairman of Property Agents violating the law.

Association






