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Definition of Hong Kong Permanent Resident which affects purchaser’s

payment of stamp duty
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The EAA was notified by the Transport and Housing Bureau that the
Government would like to alert licensees to the importance of the statutory
definition of “Hong Kong permanent resident” ( "HKPR" ) that it refers to
someone who holds a Hong Kong permanent identity card, as this
might affect the amount of related stamp duty to be paid by their
purchaser clients.

The Government has received enquiries/complaints from some
successful applicants under the “Quality Migrant Admissions Scheme”
who encountered unpleasant experiences in the purchase of property
in Hong Kong.

By referring to a recent appeal case against the Collector of Stamp
Revenue for the refusal to grant an ad valorem stamp duty refund on
the appellant’ s newly purchased property, the Government pointed
out the importance of understanding the definition of HKPR by
property purchasers that HKPR does not refer to a status or a process
of verification.

On this, the EAA would like to remind licensees that they should not
hastily advise their prospective purchaser clients on whether they
are HKPR and should, before their clients enter into any provisional
agreement for sale and purchase, advise them to seek legal advice on
their liability for payment of stamp duty, if necessary.



