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UNAUTHORISED BUILDING WORKS AND SUBDIVIDED FLATS
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Buildings and subdivided units may involve unauthorised building
works (UBW). The danger posed by unauthorised works is a matter
of great concern to the community. In dealing with the sale or lease
of properties, estate agents should be mindful of the risks that may
arise from the unauthorised construction of the properties and
take appropriate measures to protect the interests of their clients.
In this connection, the EAA held two seminars on 31 August and
27 September 2017, each of which was conducted in Chinese and
English. A total of 380 licensees attended the seminar.

During the seminars, the Buildings Department representatives
used a number of case studies to explain to the licensees
the definition of UBW, the relevant regulatory mechanism and
treatment of such unauthorised building works. In addition, the
speakers also briefed licensees on the safety issues common to
subdivided units, including fire safety, hygiene and environmental
standards, as well as building safety. In respect of the possible
risks involved in UBWs, the licensees should remind their clients
to seek the professional advice of the authorised person to protect
the interests of the client.

FIRST SALE OF RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES
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Estate agents are required to comply with the Residential
Properties (First-hand Sales) Ordinance when carrying out
first-hand residential property sales and promotional activities.
To enhance licensees’ understanding of the first-hand sales
regulations, the EAA held a seminar on 30 November 2017.

The EAA invited representatives from the Sales of First-hand
Residential Properties Authority to speak at the seminar where they
introduced the key provisions of the Ordinance to the licensees.
They also gave examples on the requirements for advertisements
and provision of information to prospective
purchasers.

A total of 106 licensees attended the
seminar and gave positive comments. ‘
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