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NO DISCRIMINATION AGAINST
ETHNIC MINORITIES SHOULD BE COMMITTED
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The EAA attaches great importance to enhancing the professional
standard of licensees and upholding the principle of equal
opportunities in their practice. The EAA would, therefore, like to
remind licensees not to commit discriminatory acts when handling
property transactions.

According to a report issued earlier by the Equal Opportunities
Commission (“EOC”), ethnic minorities were discriminated
against when looking for flats to rent through estate agents.
Some of them were told by estate agents that the landlord
refused to lease the property to them.

Licensees should note that they may be personally liable for
their own acts if they violate the anti-discrimination ordinances;
and may also be liable for aiding a landlord’s discriminatory act
even if they act on the landlord’s instructions. Thus, licensees
should not refuse to provide service on the ground of race.

Licensees are advised to read the related practice circulars
issued by the EAA and the information issued by the EOC at
their website (www.eoc.org.hk). Related CPD seminars are
organised regularly for the trade as well.
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The EAA is notified by the Security Bureau regularly on the
updates of the list of terrorists and terrorist associates from the
United Nations Security Council Committees. Licensees should
adopt measures to help combat money laundering activities
and pay attention to the updated list.

Please note that the United Nations has issued an updated
list of terrorists and terrorist associates and a notice was
published in the Gazette on 4 November 2016. Licensees
may read the notice at the Government’s Gazette for
more details (www.gld.gov.hk/egazette/pdf/20162044/
egn201620446223.pdf).

The EAA reminds all licensees that any suspicious cases of
money laundering should be reported to the Joint Financial
Intelligence Unit (www.jfiu.gov.hk).



