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PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS: DRAFTING TENANCY
AGREEMENTS
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Although the amount of money
spent on renting a property is
much less than purchasing one,
there are a number of points
that should be paid attention to
during the leasing process. In
order to remind practitioners of
the points to note in handling
tenancy matters of properties,
the EAA organised a seminar on
the subject on 27 January 2016.

Mr Leo Chou, an experienced
practising lawyer, was invited to brief licensees on the relevant
laws and the practice circulars issued by the EAA, points to note
in handling tenancy matters and drafting the clauses of tenancy
agreements. The seminar was well attended by about 230
licensees and all of them gave positive feedback on the seminar.

At the seminar, Mr Chou explained to licensees the transaction
flow of leasing, commonly used terms and conditions of tenancy
agreements, and the obligations and rights of landlords and
tenants. In order to facilitate practitioners’ understanding of the
matters, Mr. Chou also quoted some illustrative cases related to
break clause, option to renew, unauthorised building works, bank
consent and stamp duty. In addition, he also drew practitioners’
attention to the alienation restrictions under the Housing Ordinance
and the importance of understanding the anti-discrimination
ordinances; as they would be liable if they violate the relevant laws
during their practice.
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