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Under the Buildings Ordinance (Application to the New
Territories) Ordinance (“the Ordinance”), a village house in the
New Territories not exceeding certain dimensions provided in
the Ordinance is exempt from the provisions of the Buildings
Ordinance and no building plans will need to be submitted to the
Building Authority for approval.

In such a case, the District Lands Office will only issue a letter
confirming that there is no objection to occupy the village
house or Certificate of Compliance retrospectively if the owner
of the village house can produce a certificate by a registered
professional surveyor or an authorised person confirming the
following items:
() the owner is the legal registered owner of the village house;
(i) the village house complies with the conditions in the lease,
New Grant or Building Licence;
(iijthe dimensions, height etc. of the village house comply
with those set out in the Ordinance; and
(ivithe development of the village house is within the lot
boundaries.

Licensees should bear in mind that there may be certain
disclaimers in the “letter of no objection to occupy”, stating that
the act of issuing the letter does not amount to the Government
having represented that the property is structurally safe.
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