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False / forged documents of educational attainment used
in licence applications under EAA’s scrutiny
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The EAA’s principal duties include granting licences to
applicants who fulfil the statutory licensing requirements.
To effectively discharge the duty, the EAA is rigorous in
verifying the information and documents submitted in licence
applications as proof of fulfillment of the education requirement.
Recently, it was found that there has been an increase in the
number of cases of using false/forged documents in licence
applications and the EAA is very concerned about this issue.

Licence applicants have to submit documents, including the
proof of their educational attainment, for the EAA to verify the
authenticity of such documents and to determine whether the
applicants fulfil the licensing requirements. Recently the EAA
discovered there has been a drastic increase in the number
of cases of using false/forged documents of educational
attainment in licence applications. As at the end of June 2014,
the EAA discovered 21 such cases this year. The number of
cases in the first half of 2014 has already exceeded the 19
cases in 2013 and the seven cases in 2012.

The false/forged documents included fake graduation
certificates claimed to be issued by educational institutions in
Hong Kong, the Mainland as well as from overseas. The EAA
took thorough steps in reviewing each suspicious case. The
actions taken against those persons found to have submitted
false/forged documents included rejection of their licence
applications and revocation of their licences. The cases with
prima facie evidence were referred to the Police for further
investigation and prosecution.

The Chairman of the EAA Licensing Committee Ms Serena Lau
Sze-wan said, “Using false/forged documents for educational
attainment is an intolerable offence and we would spare no
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efforts in reviewing each suspicious case and taking actions
against those persons found to have submitted forged
documents.”

In addition to approving or rejecting licence applications,
the EAA Licensing Committee also checks whether existing
licensees are “fit and proper” to hold a licence, and would
revoke a licence if the licensee concerned is no longer “fit and
proper”.

Recently, the Committee has adopted streamlining measures
to handle the “fit and proper” cases more efficiently. As a

result, more licences were revoked in the first half of 2014 as
compared to previous years. As at the end of June 2014, the
Committee has revoked a total of 30 licences, as compared
to 11 revocations in 2013. Most of the licensees concerned
were not “fit and proper” because they had been convicted of
criminal offences.




